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Text: Revelation 21:1-8; 22-27 
1: And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea. 2: And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3: And I heard a great 
voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4: And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5: And he 
that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for 
these words are true and faithful. 6: And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life 
freely. 7: He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my 
son. 8: But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is the second death. 

Introduction 
You probably have heard the expression, “He is so heavenly minded he is no earthly 
good.” There are people who say that to always think about Heaven and its glories makes a 
person useless on this earth. They say that heavenly mindedness will make you unfruitful and 
unproductive in this life. But I believe exactly the opposite is the case. Actually, those who are 
heavenly minded are those who make a difference in this life. The more heavenly minded we are, 
the more earthly good we will be. The people who know how glorious their final destiny is, will 
live the most radical life of love and sacrifice here on earth. Having the truth about heaven in our 
minds puts everything else in perspective. For those of us who are in Christ, meditating on the 
glories of Heaven can be great encouragement and inspiration in this present life.

The great apostle Paul believed this and that’s why he encouraged believers to be heavenly 
minded. 
Colossians 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. 2: Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
The apostle Paul encourages believers to seek heavenly things and set their affection not on 
earthly things, which only have temporal value, but on heavenly things which have eternal 
values. This is a very good and timely advice for us today. There are so many things going on in 



our world right now that aren’t you thankful that you are a Christian and that being a Christian, 
this world is not your home, you’re just passing through!  

The older I get and the more I see suffering, the more conscious I am how frail life is and how 
certain death is. What would help us in these changing and uncertain times not to grow 
despondent and discouraged but instead live fruitful and productive lives for God? 

2 Corinthians 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day. 17:  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 18: While we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
Focus on the things that are eternal. Begin to meditate on the joys of heaven and the age to come 
in preparation for leaving this world. Focus especially on “the hope of glory”. Practice 
meditating on heaven and see the powerful impact of this in your life. Constantly remind 
yourself of your true citizenship and the glory that awaits you. This is what I want us to do this 
morning. It is my sincere prayer that this sermon would inspire us and encourage us to be 
heavenly minded and not become so earthly minded that we are no heavenly good. 

In our text in verse 5, our Lord says, “Behold, I make all things new.” What a promise! And He 
enforces the certainty of this promise in two ways. He is sitting on His throne when He says 
it. “He who sat upon the throne said, ‘Behold I make all things new.’” And after He had said it, 
He added, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” So, God wants us to read this 
and be sure of it. He wants us to have assurance that no matter how much evil and pain and 
suffering we see today; God will make all things new. He will make all things in a way we have 
never seen nor experienced before. 
1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

There at least four ways our Lord will make all things new, namely, New Creation, New 
Condition, New Community, and New Communion. 

I - New Creation 
Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; and there was no more sea. 
Here, John begins to talk about the eternal state and final dwelling place of the saved. He 
describes it as a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth and everything 
on it will be burned up and be replaced by a new heaven and a new earth. 

The apostle Peter spoke about this in ... 
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance. 10: But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 



heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 
Peter tells us that when Jesus Christ comes again, the first heaven and earth will undergo 
renovation to be re-created into a new heaven and a new earth. The old creation that was affected 
and infected by the curse of sin, will now be replaced and God will create a new heaven and a 
new earth. Then John writes, “and there was no more sea.” John describes the new creation as 
having no more sea. The sea has disappeared, because as Swete says, “it is associated with ideas 
which are at variance with the character of the anew [renewed] Creation.”

Psalm 93:3 The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods 
lift up their waves. 4: The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the 
mighty waves of the sea. 

Isaiah 5:30 And in that day they shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and if one 
look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof. 

The sea which is a symbol of separation, wickedness and restless rebellion, will disappear. 
Everything evil and painful will be removed. Everything related to the brokenness and rebellion 
will be over. The present universe will thus be cleansed from all the effects of sin 

Reading on ... 
Revelation 21:2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
This final dwelling place for God’s people is a very special place and its new capital is the New 
Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem is fully described in 21:10-22:5. It is a holy city and is being 
prepared (John 14:3) as the habitation of the bride of Christ – the Church. 

II - New Condition 
Revelation 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away. 

Our life here on earth is filled with tears. And God is not indifferent to the tears we shed in this 
life. 

Psalm 56:8 Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy 
book? 
God takes notice of all our sorrows and pains. He collects them and puts them in His bottle. He 
records each tears in His book. But then we are told that in Heaven, God shall wipe away all 
tears from our eyes. 

Don’t miss the precious truth in this verse, “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” Who 
will wipe away the tears from our eyes? It is God Himself who will wipe away our tears. Do you 



see the tenderness of our God with these words! The same God who will judge the quick and the 
dead and cast sinners into the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, is also our loving and 
tender heavenly Father who will wipe away all tears from our eyes. In our final state all the 
memories of pain and suffering will be forgotten. 

But God will not only literally wipe away tears, He will eliminate the very source of our tears.  
The tears are not really the problem. Tears are just the manifestation of the pain, disappointment, 
or the brokenness of the fallen world.     

According to verse 4, “the former things are passed away.” Everything in the old creation that 
causes tears shall passed away. There will be nothing in the new heaven and the new earth that 
will bring sorrowful tears. And what are these things?  

Look again verse 4. 
Revelation 21:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away. 

In the new heaven and new earth there will be no more death. Here is the fulfillment of the 
incredible promise of the Old Testament prophets that death would be swallowed up. 

Isaiah 25:8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from 
off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD 
hath sp 

Hosea 13:14 I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death: O 
death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine 
eyes. 
Death will be no more. There will be no more funerals, no more coffins, no more graves, no 
more broken homes, no more broken hearts. In the new heaven and new earth there will be no 
more germs, no more Coronavirus, no more cancer, no more heart attacks, no more sickness. In 
the new heaven and the new earth, there’s no need for medicine, for surgery, for chemo, for 
insulin, for ICU, for nurses, for doctors, for hospitals, for wheelchairs, for eyeglasses, for hearing 
aids, for crutches, etc. In the new heaven and the new earth, the blind will see, the deaf will hear, 
the lame will leap again. In the new heaven and new earth there is perfect comfort, for all the 
source of sorrowful tears will be removed, and the curse of sin will pass away. The former things 
will pass away. God will make all things new! What a day of rejoicing that will be! 

III - New Community 
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and 
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 



The new heaven and the new earth will have a new community, in the sense that no sin or 
unrighteousness will dwell there. The unclean shall not enter the holy city. People who have 
shown their rebellion against God by their lifestyle of sin, shall not enter the holy city. Those 
who in their earthly life continued in their sinful activities without repentance shall be cast into 
the lake of fire. 

Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15: 
And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 
Only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life; those who have been washed by 
the blood of the Lamb (Revelation 1:5) will inhabit the new heaven and the new earth. Only 
those who have been justified, declared righteous by their faith in Jesus Christ shall enter and 
dwell the holy city. 

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also 
and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 11: Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12: 
Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13: Nevertheless we, according 
to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
Here, Peter informs us that the new heavens and new earth will be characterized by true 
righteousness. 

Revelation 21:27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book 
of life. 
There shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. Sin has ruined the first creation and God is 
determined it will not ruin the world to come. He will not allow anything that is evil or anyone 
that practices abomination to enter the holy city. Heaven will be a safe place to live. Here is great 
blessedness for God’s people, but those who remain in their sin are excluded. 

IV - New Communion 
Revelation 21:3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. 
You may have noticed that I skipped verse 3. It’s because I wanted to save the best for last. The 
new creation, new condition, and new community are great! These are great blessings, but I 
believe this last one is the greatest of all blessings, which is new communion. There is no greater 
blessing than this. Those who inhabit the new earth will enjoy full and perfect communion with 
God. This is what makes the new heaven and the new earth a wonderful paradise. We will be 
with God and God will be with us. 



The tabernacle of God is with men, that is His presence will be with us. One of the things that 
will not be in the new creation is the temple. 
Revelation 21:22: And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the 
temple of it. 23: And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the 
glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 
There is no need of a physical temple, why? Because “the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are 
the temple of it.” God will be our dwelling place for eternity. God’s presence will be no longer be 
a matter of faith but a matter of sight. It’s true that God is with us now. His Spirit dwells in us. 
Our Lord Jesus promised never to leave us to the end of the age. But in 2 Corinthians 5:6–8 we 
read ... “Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we 
are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) We are confident, I say, and 
willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.” 
Paul said, “While we are at home in the body, we are away from the Lord, here we walk by faith 
and not by sight.” 

During their earthly life, Paul and John looked forward to the day they will see God and the 
Lamb of God face to face. 
1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in 
part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

Their desire will be met in the new heaven and the new earth. 
Revelation 22:3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall 
be in it; and his servants shall serve him: 4: And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in 
their foreheads. 
Not only will we see God face to face, we will dwell with Him and serve Him forever. 

Mark Vroegop wrote, “This is the final state and the ultimate conclusion of the God’s redemptive 
plan.  It is heaven on earth.  It is God dwelling with His people.  It is His people living in their 
resurrected bodies and in perfect fellowship with one another and their Creator.”

When we all get to heaven 
What a day of rejoicing that will be 

When we all see Jesus 
We'll sing and shout the victory! 

Closing Thoughts 
Our Lord Jesus Christ promised, “Behold, I make all things new.” We looked at four ways He 
will make all things new, namely, new creation, new condition, new community, and new 
communion. All things new means that the final state of the redeemed will be characterized by 
perfect creation, perfect condition, perfect community, and perfect communion. The New 



Heaven and the New Earth will be our eternal home, our eternal state, where there will be no 
tears, no death, no sorrow, no crying, and no pain. Everything will become new. Everything will 
be made perfect. 

To the skeptics these may all sound too good to be true. But I tell you these may be too good and 
too wonderful, but these are also true and sure. For the One who promised this is the One who 
sits upon the throne; the True and Faithful One; the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end. God Himself is the One who said, “Write: for these words are true and faithful.” This is the 
word of God. God’s promises are true, and He is always faithful to His Word (19:11). 

I pray that this short and simple description of the glories that await us in the new heaven and the 
new earth made our hearts long for home and challenged us so to live fruitful and productive 
lives here on earth, that when we shall see our Lord face to face, we may hear the words, “Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant.” 

2 Peter 3:11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12: Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the 
day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat? 13: Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14: Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such 
things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 

To the unbelievers watching this video, please understand that these glorious truth and blessings 
we spoke about regarding the new heaven and the new earth are reserved for believers in Christ 
only. Only those whose name are written in the Lamb’s book of life will inhabit the perfect 
creation, will enjoy the perfect condition, will be with the perfect community, and will dwell in 
perfect communion with God. And only the names of those who have repented of their sins and 
trusted Jesus Christ for their salvation are written in the Lamb’s book of life? Is your name 
written there? If you have not repented of your sins and placed your faith in the perfect person 
and perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ, instead of entering the new heaven and the new earth you 
will be cast into a place where there is eternal death, unending tears, crying, sorrow and pain. O, 
you don’t have to go there, for Jesus Christ has made a provision for sinners like you and me to 
be saved. I’m sure you are familiar with the words of our Lord in John 3:16-18 where He 
says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is 
not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 

Call upon the Lord Jesus Christ to save you from your sins. Confess your sins and trust Christ 
alone for your salvation! And I hope to see you in the new heaven and the earth someday! 

AMEN!


